
 

 1 

These regulations have been worded carefully to be up to date; however, errors 
cannot be completely excluded. The official German text available from L 1 – 
Office of Legal Affairs and Academic Quality Management is the version that is 
legally binding. 
 

Regulations of Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen- 
Nürnberg (FAU) concerning Deviations from Degree Pro-

gramme and Examination Regulations and the Doctoral De-
gree and Habilitation Regulations due to restrictions to  
Teaching and Examinations imposed as a result of the  

coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 
– Coronavirus Regulations – 

Dated 17 April 2020 
 
amended by statutes of 
4 June 2020 
4 August 2020 
2 December 2020 
15 February 2021 
25 February 2021 
6 August 2021 
1 March 2022 and 12 May 2022 
 
Based on Section 13 (1)(2) in conjunction with Section 58 (1) and Section 61 (2)(1) of 
the Bavarian Higher Education Act (BayHSchG), FAU enacts the following regulations: 
 

Preamble 
These regulations aim to ensure that studying and teaching in all degree programmes 
within the meaning of Section 56 (1) BayHSchG and other studies within the meaning 
of Section 56 (6) BayHSchG and in doctoral degree and habilitation procedures at 
FAU can continue as far as possible in spite of the restrictions to public life imposed in 
response to the coronavirus, to allow all students from all degree programmes and 
other programmes to (continue to) study with as little disruption as possible and to 
ensure the continued qualification of young researchers. 
 

Section 1 Scope 
1These regulations shall apply to all degree programmes within the meaning of Sec-
tion 56 (1) BayHSchG and other studies within the meaning of Section 56 (6) 
BayHSchG and in doctoral and habilitation procedures at FAU; they shall only apply 
to State Examination programmes to the extent that is legally permissible. 2Notwith-
standing sentence 1, the regulations shall not apply to teaching placements incorpo-
rated in a teaching degree programme (‘Lehramtsstudiengang’) pursuant to Section 
34 LPO I. 3Notwithstanding sentence 1, the currently valid requirements of the Federal 
Ministry of Health shall apply to practical exercises in degree programmes for profes-
sions in the fields of medicine and dentistry at institutions belonging to Universitätsk-
linikum; Section 20a of the Law on Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases in 
Humans (Gesetz zur Verhütung und Bekämpfung von Infektionskrankheiten beim 
Menschen (Infektionsschutzgesetz – IfSG)) must be observed. 4In addition, the infec-
tion prevention measures announced by the Bavarian state government as well as the 
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joint announcement of the Bavarian State Ministries of Science and the Arts and of 
Public Health and Care Services ‘Coronavirus pandemic: Guidance for universities’ 
and the currently valid version of FAU’s hygiene guidance must be observed. 
 

Section 2 Deviations from provisions stipulated in degree programme and  
examination regulations related to teaching and examination formats 

(1) Provided it can be proven that classes and examinations cannot be held in the 
manner stipulated in the relevant degree programme and examination regulations or 
module description due to the restrictions imposed on public life or other implications 
of the coronavirus, deviations can be made for the semester affected by the restrictions 
from the provisions stipulated in the relevant degree programme and examination reg-
ulations or module description governing teaching or examinations provided the follow-
ing prerequisites are met: 
1. It can be proven that the class or the examination cannot be held in the originally 

planned format as a direct result of the coronavirus and  
2. the Dean of Studies is of the opinion that the alternative formats now planned for 

teaching and/or examinations are just as well suited for ensuring the student’s suc-
cessful completion of the degree programme or other studies (skills-based teach-
ing and examination). 

 
(2) Paragraph 1 shall apply accordingly to the provisions stipulated in the relevant de-
gree programme and examination regulations concerning the degree programme 
structure, i. e. the possibility of rescheduling individual modules and classes into earlier 
or later semesters, if 
1. it can be proven that the student cannot complete their studies in the order origi-

nally planned due to the requirement to attend classes on campus (e. g. laboratory 
classes) that can now not be met as a direct result of the coronavirus and 

2. the Dean of Studies is of the opinion that the alternative degree programme struc-
ture is just as well suited for ensuring the student’s successful completion of the 
degree programme or other studies (tiered skills). 

 
(3) 1Applications pursuant to paragraphs 1 and 2 should as far as possible be collected 
by the degree programme coordinator and sent in a batch to the Dean of Studies re-
sponsible. 2The Dean of Studies responsible shall decide on any deviations from par-
agraph 1 or 2 after consulting the chairperson of the relevant Examinations Committee 
in each individual instance. 3The changes shall be announced at the latest four weeks 
after lectures begin in the module description or for non-modular degree programmes 
in another suitable way. 4In the event of changes pursuant to paragraph 1, up to two 
additional alternatives may also be stipulated in the module description or for non-
modular degree programmes in another suitable way at the time stated in sentence 3. 
Students shall be informed which of the alternatives has been chosen at least four 
weeks before the examination. 5After the time stated in sentence 3, the Dean of Studies 
responsible can allow deviations according to paragraph 1 or 2 in particularly justified 
exceptional cases, provided skills-based teaching and examination is not jeopardised 
in any way.  
 

Section 3 Deviation from provisions in doctoral degree and  
habilitation regulations 

(1) 1Section 2 (1) shall apply accordingly to doctoral procedures. 2In consultation with 
the respective bodies responsible for doctoral degrees, the relevant Dean shall enact 
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provisions relating to the respective doctoral degree regulations which shall be an-
nounced in a suitable manner at least two weeks before each of the examinations. 
3Doctoral candidates shall no longer be required to submit the application for initiation 
of the doctoral procedure in person pursuant to Section 9 (2)(1) RPromO. The appli-
cation shall initially be submitted electronically, and the original shall be submitted at a 
later date. 
 
(2) 1Section 2 (1) shall apply accordingly to habilitation procedures. 2Decisions shall 
be taken by the Dean responsible and shall be announced at least two weeks before 
the specific examination. 
 

Section 4 Deviations in teaching and examination formats;  
block seminars, examination periods, exceptions 

(1) 1Provided the provisions in Section 2 and the principle of skills-based teaching and 
examination are observed, the teaching and examination formats stipulated in the de-
gree programme and examination regulations, the doctoral degree or habilitation reg-
ulations or the module handbook can be replaced by any other teaching or examination 
formats stipulated in the respective degree programme and examination regulations or 
doctoral degree or habilitation regulations for other modules or other achievements. 
2Sentence 1 shall also apply to other teaching and examination formats that are not 
stipulated in the degree programme and examination regulations, doctoral degree or 
habilitation regulations, in particular with respect to using electronic/digital methods; 
the FAU regulations on remote examinations on the basis of the Bavarian regulation 
for testing remote examinations (BayFEV) – EFernPO –  must be observed. 
 

(2) 1If classes were planned during the semester and the option of changing these to 
block seminars at the end of the semester is not compatible with the provisions con-
cerning the degree programme structure stipulated in the degree programme and ex-
amination regulations, these can be changed to block seminars in compliance with the 
provisions in Section 2 (2) and (3), provided they can still be studied in this format. 2In 
cases such as these, the decision to change classes into block seminars is based on 
an assessment made by the Dean of Studies concerning the feasibility of being able 
to hold classes on campus at the planned date on the basis of the measures an-
nounced by the Bavarian state government at the time the decision is taken. 
 
(3) 1Faculties can deviate from any examination periods stipulated in the degree pro-
gramme and examination regulations in consultation with the Examinations Office. 
2The specific examination dates shall be announced at least four weeks before the 
respective examination. 
 
(4) 1Provided it can be demonstrated that students cannot travel in the stipulated ex-
amination period on account of the coronavirus pandemic and therefore cannot attend 
the examinations, the examiner can set an alternative examination date for these stu-
dents in consultation with the Examinations Committee responsible and the Dean of 
Studies. 2Sentence 1 shall apply accordingly for a change in examination format, pro-
vided the alternative examination is essentially just as well suited to allow students to 
successfully complete the degree programme or other courses of study (skills-oriented 
teaching and examining). 
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Section 5 Study deadlines and deadlines for meeting requirements; 
withdrawal and failure to attend; validity of examination results 

(1) 1In the context of the standard dates and deadlines stipulated in the examination 
regulations for degree programmes at FAU and of individual extensions to the standard 
durations of study for students enrolled at FAU during the coronavirus pandemic, the 
provisions stipulated in BayHSchG for dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic shall ap-
ply. 2Sentence 1 shall apply accordingly with respect to extending deadlines for meet-
ing requirements stipulated in accordance with gaining admission to Master’s degree 
programmes. 
 
(2) 1The result of any examination taken will count. 2Sitting the examination again as 
an attempt to improve grades is not permitted. 3Notwithstanding sentence 1, the Ex-
aminations Committee will grant students who fail an examination at the final attempt 
in winter semester 2020/2021 or summer semester 2021 due to the negative impact of 
the coronavirus pandemic one further attempt at the examination upon request. 4The 
student must file a request pursuant to sentence 3 with the Examinations Committee 
immediately after learning that they have failed the examination at the final attempt. 
The request must detail the reasons beyond the student’s control which led to the ex-
amination being failed (at the final attempt). 5Given that students can withdraw from 
examinations at any time pursuant to (2)(1)1, a lack of opportunity to prepare for the 
examination shall not count as a reason beyond the student’s control. 
 
(3) 1Paragraphs 1 and 2 do not apply to doctoral or habilitation procedures. 2For degree 
programmes which are completed with a State Examination, paragraphs 1 and 2 will 
apply if the provisions do not conflict with the State Examination regulations. 3Para-
graphs 1 and 2 shall apply to degree programmes in accordance with the Admissions 
Regulations at Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg for subject-specific 
university admission for qualified professionals and graduates of the Meisterprüfung 
and persons treated as such (Hochschulzugangssatzung) of 9 December 2009 in the 
currently valid version. 
 

Section 6 Compulsory Attendance 
(1) If the degree programme and examination regulations stipulate that the attendance 
of teaching units is compulsory, the obligation to attend shall apply in accordance with 
the following provisions. 
 
(2) 1In the case of classes with compulsory attendance where teaching is exclusively 
face-to-face, it must be ensured that the learning outcomes of the relevant module can 
also be met if students are unable to attend due to reasons beyond their control asso-
ciated with the coronavirus pandemic (e. g. quarantine). 2For this purpose, the course 
content must be accessible online and teaching staff can increase the permitted peri-
ods of absence that can be offset by substitute achievements according to the relevant 
degree programme and examination regulations to a maximum of 50 percent. The 
maximum amount of instruction time that may be missed without having to repeat the 
teaching unit shall be increased accordingly. 3Students must provide teaching staff 
proof of the reasons why they are unable to attend in accordance with sentence 2. 4For 
teaching units with compulsory attendance that are held partly in person and partly 
online, sentences 1 to 3 shall apply for the proportion held in person. 
 

                                                
1 Please note: The reference relates to Section 5 (2)(1) of the Coronavirus Regulations in the version 
dated 6 August 2021. 
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(3) 1If teaching units are held online, teaching staff shall record attendance by taking a 
register of the names of all those attending. 2Teaching staff shall compare the names 
on the registration list to see whether they correspond with the names used by the 
students attending the teaching unit. 3If students are using a pseudonym during an 
online teaching unit with compulsory attendance, they must inform the member of 
teaching staff of their real name in order to allow a comparison to be made. 4In accord-
ance with sentence 3 above, students shall provide their real name to the member of 
teaching staff at the beginning of the teaching unit by means of a direct message on 
the private chat function of the video conferencing tool being used. 5Notwithstanding 
sentences 1 to 4, attendance can be recorded during the teaching unit by the member 
of teaching staff by means of a random password query. 6This requires the member of 
teaching staff to provide the password to the students at the beginning of the teaching 
unit and to explain that the students will have to provide the password at random via 
the chat function mentioned in sentence 4. 7Students must also be informed that this 
request is for the purposes of checking attendance of the teaching unit. 
 

Section 7 Legal validity 
(1) 1These regulations come into effect on the day after their publication. 2The regula-
tions and the teaching and/or examination formats changed on the basis of these reg-
ulations shall only apply to examinations which had to be postponed in the winter se-
mester 2019/2020 due to restrictions caused by the coronavirus and teaching and/or 
examination formats and examination dates assigned to summer semester 2020 or 
which are held in summer semester 2020 as part of a doctoral or habilitation procedure. 
3Notwithstanding sentence 2, changes made pursuant to Section 2 (2) concerning the 
postponement of individual modules in the degree programme structure shall apply to 
the entire duration of the affected student’s studies. 4An amendment statute may be 
passed extending the period of validity of these regulations and the changes made 
depending on the duration of the restrictions taken as a result of the coronavirus. 
 
(2) The first amendment statute shall come into effect on the day after its publication. 
 
(3) 1The second amendment statute shall come into effect on 1 October 2020. 2Not-
withstanding sentence 1, the amendments in Section 4 shall come into effect on the 
day after their publication. 3According to (1)(4), the period of validity of the Coronavirus 
Regulations shall be extended until the end of winter semester 2020/2021. 
 
(4) The third amendment statute shall come into effect on the day after its publication. 
 
(5) 1The fourth amendment statute shall come into effect on 1 April 2021. 2Notwith-
standing sentence 1, the amendments in Section 5 (2)(2) shall also apply to the exam-
inations scheduled for winter semester 2020/2021. 3Pursuant to (1)(4), the period of 
validity of the Coronavirus Regulations shall be extended until the end of summer se-
mester 2021. 
 
(6) The fifth amendment statute shall come into effect on the day after its publication. 
 
(7) 1The sixth amendment statute shall come into effect on 1 October 2021. 2According 
to (1)(4), the period of validity of the Coronavirus Regulations shall be extended until 
the end of winter semester 2021/2022. 
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(8) 1The seventh amendment statute shall come into effect on 1 April 2022. 2Pursuant 
to (1)(4), the period of validity of the Coronavirus Regulations shall be extended until 
the end of summer semester 2022. 


